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This article aims to establish the characteristics of the Japan Self-Defense Forces ?JSDF? during 
the period of the Cold War. The study indicates that the JSDF was a modern military that defended 
Japan as a modern state by minimum combat based on the right to self-defense. Furthermore, the 
JSDF defended the Japanese impermeability ?an expanse of territory with boundaries, authority, and 
identity? independently against the threat of enemy invasions. However, the JSDF cooperated with 
the U.S. Armed Forces when it was unable to defend the country by itself. Finally, while the Japanese 
Government depended on the deterrent power of the U.S. Armed Forces in case of threats of a nuclear 
war, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force ?JMSDF? had provided a safety zone for the U.S. Navy 
since the end of the ????s to help defend the Japanese impermeability. It can be concluded that the 
JMSDF, as a modern military, was concerned with defending Japan’s permeability ?an annihilation of 
life, etc.? and indirectly coped with the threat of a nuclear war.
